
By Kevin Grout
Attorney General Rus-

sell Coleman celebrated
the return of an historic
Ten Commandments
monument to the Ken-
tucky Capitol grounds. 

The monument, which
was originally displayed
at the Capitol in 1971,
honors the immense his-
torical significance of the
Ten Commandments to
the founding of the Com-
monwealth and the na-
tion.

“The Ten Command-
ments are at the heart of
America’s history and
founding, so it is only
right that they also sit at
the heart of our Common-
wealth’s Capitol
grounds,” said Attorney
General Coleman. “After
several decades, we have
returned this monument
to its proper place, and
I’m grateful to Represen-
tative Baker and the entire

General Assembly for
taking this important step
to uphold our history. We
also owe a debt of grati-
tude to our Solicitor Gen-
eral Matt Kuhn for not
only locating this monu-
ment but also for working
for years to bring it back
to Frankfort.”

Last February, Attorney
General Coleman pub-
lished a formal Attorney
General’s Opinion, which
found that the Ten Com-
mandments could be dis-
played in public school
classrooms and the Capi-
tol grounds without vio-
lating the First
Amendment. 

Following the Opinion,
the General Assembly
passed House Joint Reso-
lution 15, sponsored by
Representative Shane
Baker (R-Somerset), to
move the monument back
to the Capitol grounds.

“I am pleased to see this

historic Ten Command-
ments monument re-
turned to its rightful
place,” said Rep. Baker.
“The Ten Command-
ments have widely recog-
nized historical signifi-
cance in the history of the
Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky and the nation. This
monument is part of an
old tradition of public
monuments and displays
that acknowledge the Ten
Commandments’ role in
our heritage.”

In 2000, the ACLU sued
to prevent the continued
display of the Ten Com-
mandments at the Capi-
tol. In granting the
motion, the judge relied
on a now-defunct rule
called the “Lemon test.”
The US Supreme Court
overturned that standard
in 2022 paving the way
for the monument’s re-
turn.

In December 2024, At-
torney General Coleman
led an 18-state coalition
to support a Louisiana
law allowing for Ten
Commandments displays
in public classrooms. The
law would require a
three-paragraph “context
statement” to be part of
every display, which pro-
vides examples of the Ten
Commandments being “a
prominent part of Ameri-
can public education for
almost three centuries.”
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Commandments back at Capitol

By Sam Howard
Location, transportation,

and logistics form the
physical framework of
economic opportunity. 

But even the best-situ-
ated community cannot
compete for modern in-
dustry without one addi-
tional element: depend-
able energy. In today’s
manufacturing environ-
ment, power is not simply
a utility. It is a prerequi-
site.

For much of the twenti-
eth century, energy was
treated as a background
consideration. Factories
were labor-intensive, ma-
chinery was relatively
simple, and power de-
mands were predictable.
Kentucky’s low energy
cost was an advantage. 

If electricity was avail-
able and reasonably
priced, production could
proceed. That assumption
no longer holds.

Modern manufacturing
relies heavily on automa-

tion, robotics, advanced
controls, and digital mon-
itoring systems. These
technologies improve effi-
ciency and product qual-
ity, but they also increase
dependence on uninter-
rupted power. 

Even brief disruptions
can halt production lines,
damage equipment, and
create costly delays. For
manufacturers, reliability
is not a convenience; it is
an operational require-
ment.

Energy costs matter just
as much. While automa-
tion has reduced the im-
portance of low-wage
labor, it has elevated the
role of fixed operating ex-
penses. Electricity is now
one of the most closely
scrutinized line items in a
facility’s long-term bud-
get. 

Companies evaluating
potential sites examine not
only current rates, but also
the stability, reliability,
and predictability of those

costs over time. Commu-
nities that cannot offer
confidence in future en-
ergy affordability are often
eliminated early in the
site-selection process.

Energy demand is also
increasing, rapidly. The
cost of providing power is
driven by more than gen-
eration alone. In Eastern
Kentucky, declining pop-
ulation and aging energy
infrastructure add pressure
to already strained sys-
tems. 

Transmission costs for
delivering electricity
through the national grid
are set by federal regula-
tory agencies outside Ken-
tucky’s control, further
complicating long-term
planning.

Kentucky has long ben-
efited from a reputation
for dependable and afford-
able power. That reputa-
tion helped attract
industries that provided
stable employment across
generations. 

Over time, however,
changes in regulation, in-
frastructure, and genera-
tion have altered the
energy landscape. 

The gap between re-
gions that are energy-
ready and those that are
not has widened. Closing
that gap is essential to re-
maining competitive.

Energy readiness does
not imply a single source
or a one-size-fits-all solu-

tion. Instead, it refers to a
system that can scale with
growth, withstand disrup-
tion, and meet both indus-
trial and residential needs. 

Manufacturers look for
redundancy, capacity, and
a clear plan for future de-
mand. Households and
small businesses depend
on affordability and con-
sistency. Both require
thoughtful, long-term
planning.

As companies consider
where to locate production
in an era of reshoring and
supply-chain realignment,
energy is often one of the
first questions asked, and
rarely the last. 

Communities with
strong transportation net-
works but uncertain power
infrastructure face a sig-
nificant barrier. Those that
can demonstrate reliability
and foresight gain a com-
petitive edge. That distinc-

tion increasingly deter-
mines long-term success.

Lewis County’s geo-
graphic and logistical ad-
vantages create oppor-
tunity, but energy deter-
mines whether that oppor-
tunity can be realized. 

Understanding how
power fits into modern
manufacturing, both today
and in the future, is essen-
tial before any meaningful
discussion of growth can
occur. 

In the weeks ahead, that
understanding will help
frame a broader conversa-
tion about how communi-
ties prepare not just for a
specific project, but for the
next generation of de-
mand.
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lowed and may result in
enforcement action. Res-
idents experiencing re-
peated issues are
encouraged to report
them so the matter can be
addressed.

Haulers are required by
the ordinance to report
their list of customers to
the county quarterly.

Illegal dumping also re-
mains a concern. 

County leaders say
mandatory collection was
designed in part to elimi-
nate excuses for dumping
trash along roads, in
wooded areas, or on va-
cant property. Violations
of the ordinance can result
in citations and fines, with
each day of noncompli-
ance considered a separate
offense.

While participation in
garbage pickup is re-
quired, the ordinance does
allow for limited exemp-
tions. 

Residents may apply for
an exemption by provid-
ing proof that they legally
dispose of their household
waste at a permitted land-
fill or by demonstrating
that they recycle all house-
hold waste, subject to re-
view by the county’s solid
waste coordinator.

Officials emphasize that
the ordinance applies to all
households and busi-

nesses, regardless of loca-
tion, and that permitted
haulers are required to
provide at least weekly
residential collection.

Current permitted haul-
ers are Lawhun Sanitation,
SET Sanitation, and AK
Sanitation.

Long-time service pro-
vider Rick Kamer retired
at the end of 2025.

County leaders say the
goal is not punishment,
but fairness and cleanli-
ness.

“Mandatory garbage
pickup helps keep Lewis
County clean and protects
everyone’s quality of life,”
said Solid Waste Coordi-
nator Roger Lewis, adding
that cooperation from res-
idents is essential to mak-
ing the system work as
intended.

Residents with questions
about garbage service,
billing, or compliance may
contact Lewis for addi-
tional information at
roger.lewis@lewiscoun
tyky.gov or 606-796-0624.

To see a
PDF of the
o r i g i n a l
county ordi-
nance (2003-
008), follow the QR code
or visit:

https://lewiscountyher
ald.com/wp-content/up
loads/2026/01/Trash-pick-
up-ordinance.pdf

Editor’s Note
This column is the third part of a guest series authored

by Sam Howard and published by THE LEWIS COUNTY
HERALD to encourage thoughtful discussion about Lewis
County’s future. Howard is the primary author of the
series; I am serving as editor and host, working with him
on clarity and presentation for HERALD readers. While we
have been lifelong friends, this series appears because of
his professional experience in construction and economic
development and his interest in Lewis County’s progress. 

The views expressed are those of the author, and
readers are encouraged to engage with these topics as the
series continues.

- Dennis Brown
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