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District 3 Magistrate
Woody Underwood is not
running for re-election.
District 4

* Mark A. Horsley filed
November 19, 2025.

Rebecca L. Esham
Zornes filed December 30,
2025.

Derrick Butler filed Jan-
uary 5, 2026.
Vanceburg City Council

Roger Jahn filed Novem-
ber 7, 2025, for Vanceburg
City Council.
Mayor of Vanceburg

Three candidates have
filed for mayor of Vance-
burg as of Friday, all non-
partisan:

Dustin Caseman filed
November 15, 2025.

John R. Grabill filed De-
cember 19, 2025.

Richard D. Walje filed
December 22, 2025.

Mayor Joe Billman, who
was appointed to complete
the term of Dane Blanken-
ship, has said he will not
be running for the position.

County offices such as
judge/executive, county
clerk, sheriff, jailer, coro-
ner, county attorney, prop-
erty valuation admin-
istrator, surveyor, magis-
trate/justice of the peace,
and constable are partisan
offices that require party
nomination when multiple

candidates from the same
party file and are therefore
subject to the January 9 fil-
ing deadline.

Unlike county offices,
the filing deadline for non-
partisan offices is later.
Candidates for mayor and
city council have until
June 2 to file. All candi-
dates for those offices will
appear on the November
ballot.

Additional candidates
may still enter those races
before the June 2 deadline.

County Clerk Leslie
Collier reminds voters that
candidate lists may change
if withdrawals or disquali-
fications occur, and final
ballots will be set after all
filing periods close and
certifications are com-
pleted.

Council Member
Richard Walje said he be-
lieve’s the mayor’s salary
should be a reasonable
amount, adding that the
position demands several
hours of the serving indi-
vidual.

“I think that we’re
going to attract better
quality candidates,” he
said. “I think those
monies (for a pay in-
crease) would be well

spent,” Walje said.
“I’ve been in this office

more in the past 10 weeks
than I probably have in
the past five years,” Bill-
man stated. Prior to his
appointment as mayor,
Billman served as assis-
tant police chief. “I took a
$399 pay cut, a week, to
sit in this chair.”

Billman said Russell
and Ashland each have
city managers handling

day-to-day city matters.
He said in determining an
amount for the proposed
ordinance he looked to
nearby Flemingsburg
where the position is sim-
ilar to Vanceburg. The an-
nual pay there, he said, is
$32,000.

Grabill and Walje have
both filed as candidates
for mayor in the next
election.

“In my opinion, both of
those guys probably need

to abstain on the vote be-
cause they’re both run-
ning (for mayor),”
Billman said. “I’m not
running . . . I will not be
sitting in the chair come
this time next year.”

Council also heard the
first reading of an ordi-
nance changing the city’s
procurement rules. 

The proposed change
would lower the amount
the mayor can spend
without council approval
from $40,000 to $5,000.

“I think $40,000 is a
lot,” Billman said.

Supporters said the
change would give coun-
cil more direct oversight
of major purchases, while
still allowing routine ex-
penses to be handled effi-
ciently.

Council heard the first
reading to an ordinance
permanently closing a
portion of Lykins Street
between Market Street
and the Lewis County
Public Library.

The section to be closed
runs along property
owned by the library and

Kentucky Farm Bureau.
Both property owners
have consented to the clo-
sure, Billman said. The
affected portion totals ap-
proximately 106 feet.

Billman said the closure
reflects current use of the
area and will simplify
maintenance and access.

In response to a ques-
tion about trees being re-
moved from city property,
Billman said the annual
Independence Day fire-
works display is fired
from that area and safety
concerns prompted the
decision to remove the
trees.

Council Member Angie
Patton, who serves at
council’s representative

on the Electric Plant
Board, provided an up-
date on the city owned
utility company. Patton
said Rob Kennard had re-
placed Jack Prater on the
board following Prater’s
retirement.

She said a review is un-
derway on a proposal to
implement battery stor-
age to help reduce peak
electric usage, adding that
no decision has been
made on the proposal.

Council also approved
minutes from the Decem-
ber meeting, heard finan-
cial and departmental
reports and addressed
routine agenda items be-
fore adjourning.
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Andy Beshear announced
that a provisional license
will be issued to those
who applied for a license
before January 1, which
will allow a business to
continue operations while
an application for full li-
censure is being reviewed
and will expire once ac-
tion is taken on the pend-
ing application. The
release notes that no pro-
visional licenses will be
issued after January 1.
Colon cancer screenColon cancer screen--
inging

House Bill 421, signed
into law April 2, requires
health benefit plans to
provide coverage for all

colorectal cancer exami-
nations and laboratory
tests specified in the US
Multi-Society Task Force
on Colorectal Cancer
guidelines. This includes
ensuring that high-risk in-
dividuals, such as those
with a family history of
the disease or early-onset
cases, receive screenings
much earlier as recom-
mended by these guide-
lines.

In other words, Ken-
tucky law now requires
insurance plans to cover
colon cancer screenings
for high-risk patients who
are under the age of 45.  

For average-risk adults,

colon cancer screening
should begin at age 45.

The bill also ensures
coverage for all US Food
and Drug Administration-
approved bowel prepara-
tions used for the
examination and removes
prior authorization re-
quirements for them. It
also provides an exemp-
tion from the cost-sharing
prohibition for health sav-
ings account-qualified
high-deductible health
plans under certain cir-
cumstances.

2,3c

By Sam Howard
In recent weeks, this se-

ries has explored how lo-
cation, infrastructure,
energy and workforce
trends intersect to shape
Lewis County’s economic
prospects. 

One phrase has appeared
repeatedly in those discus-
sions: energy independ-
ence. It is a term that can
mean different things to
different people, and with-
out clarity, it risks becom-
ing more slogan than
strategy.

At its core, energy inde-
pendence for a commu-
nity is not about isolation
or a single solution. It is
about control. It means
having reliable access to
power at predictable costs,
with enough capacity and

flexibility to support
growth over time. 

For both manufacturers
and households, that con-
sistency matters as much
as the source itself.

Local control plays a
central role in achieving
that stability. Communi-
ties that understand their
own energy needs and
plan accordingly are better
positioned to respond to
change. 

Those that rely solely on
outside decisions or short-
term fixes often find them-
selves reacting rather than
shaping their future. In
economic development,
uncertainty is costly, and
energy uncertainty is
among the most damag-
ing.

Manufacturers evaluate

energy much the same
way they evaluate trans-
portation or workforce.
They look for redundancy,
planning, and clear gover-
nance. They want confi-
dence that power will be
available not just on open-
ing day, but 10 or 20 years
into an operation. 

Communities that can
demonstrate foresight and
coordination gain credibil-
ity in those conversations.

For residents and small
businesses, the stakes are
just as high. Energy af-
fordability affects house-
hold budgets, local
commerce, and overall
quality of life. 

Sharp swings in cost or
reliability ripple through
the local economy, often
hitting those least able to
absorb them. Strong en-
ergy planning balances in-
dustrial growth with
community stability.

Energy independence
does not mean acting
alone. Regional coordina-
tion, utility partnerships
and state-level coopera-
tion all matter. But inde-
pendence implies
participation rather than
passivity. 

It requires local leaders

and citizens to engage in
informed discussion about
future demand, infrastruc-
ture readiness and long-
term priorities.

Lewis County has navi-
gated economic change
before. The challenge now
is applying that experience
to new conditions. 

Energy independence,
understood as local readi-
ness and control, is not ab-
stract. It is a practical
foundation for decisions
that affect jobs, investment
and daily life.

As this series continues,
attention will turn to how
outside investors and man-
ufacturers evaluate com-
munities, and what Lewis

County can do to present
itself as prepared, reliable
and forward-looking.
Those impressions are
formed long before any
announcement is made.

And energy planning is
one of the first signals
companies notice.
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Energy Independence and the Importance of Local Control

Editor’s Note
This column is the fourth part of a guest series authored

by Sam Howard and published by THE LEWIS COUNTY
HERALD to encourage thoughtful discussion about Lewis
County’s future. Howard is the primary author of the
series; I am serving as editor and host, working with him
on clarity and presentation for HERALD readers. While we
have been lifelong friends, this series appears because of
his professional experience in construction and economic
development and his interest in Lewis County’s progress. 

The views expressed are those of the author, and
readers are encouraged to engage with these topics as the
series continues.

- Dennis Brown

all 100 in the Kentucky
House and the even-num-
bered state Senate dis-
tricts will also appear on
the ballot in 2026.

The primary election is
May 19, although there
will be three days of early
in-person voting on
Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday (May 14-16) prior
to Election Day.
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